MISSION STATEMENT

RABBI DIANE TRACHT

Temple Israel - Miller is an
inclusive community that
promotes Jewish values and
religious enrichment, preserves
traditions, enhances spirituality
and perpetuates Reform
Judaism. As a progressive
voice, we are dedicated to
working toward peace and
social justice in our community.

Rabbi Tracht is thrilled to join
Temple Israel’s caring and
engaged community. She
attends to individual and
communal spiritual needs
through Jewish tradition,
compassion, humor, and
connection. She was ordained
in 2017 by the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College, and spent
the first years of her rabbinate
as a hospital chaplain.

LAY LEADERSHIP
Members from diverse
backgrounds lead many
Shabbat services at Temple
Israel. Our lay leadership
contributes a rich variety of
heartfelt and thought-provoking
services.

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Rabbi Diane Tracht

Reform Judaism in Gary since 1910

FRIDAY NIGHT
SHABBAT SERVICE
Every Friday at 7:30 pm

Zack & Mark Sperling

“My son Zack and I enjoy
researching and studying together
in preparation for the services we
conduct. We especially enjoy
preparing the commentary on the
week’s Torah portion.”
- Dr. Mark Sperling

“Temple Israel creates a space of
sacred belonging through both our
commonalities and differences. We
welcome the whole you to join us
for services, learning, and action.
You have a home with us.”
- Rabbi Tracht

601 N. Montgomery St.
Gary, IN 46403
www.templeisraelmiller.org
219-938-5232
TempleIsraelMiller@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook
@TempleIsraelGary!

TEMPLE ISRAEL
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE
The SAC works in the prophetic tradition
of social justice on issues from fair
housing to health care reform. In the
name of Tikkun Olam (repairing the
world) they organize and participate in
many actions including supporting Gary
as a welcoming city and registering
voters.
Adam Hall & Amy Clites

GAN SHALOM COMMUNITY
GARDEN
Gan Shalom is an organic
garden behind the building
with more than 40 plots
open to the entire
community. It includes a
meditation area, drip
irrigation, special needs
access, and plots devoted
to homeless veterans.
Events during the year
include a harvest potluck
and a spring seed swap.

TEMPLE SISTERHOOD

“Temple Israel is one of the big reasons we
chose Miller Beach when we relocated
from Los Angeles. As an interfaith couple,
we both feel very welcome here and are
drawn to the Temple community’s
commitment to social justice.”
-Amy Clites & Adam Hall

Sisterhood is the heart of the Temple,
aiding in outreach, fundraising, and
hospitality. Annual special events include
the Penny Harvest, Break-the-Fast,
Summer BBQ, and the Hanukkah Party.
Sisterhood also runs the Temple Gift Shop
and supports local efforts, national
organizations, and international initiatives.

“We appreciate the diverse make-up and
varying perspectives on Judaism at
Temple Israel. Members are welcome to
share their background whether it’s
Reform, Conservative, Orthodox, Atheist,
Humanist, Zionist or otherwise.”
-David Arfa & Cullen Ben-Daniel

TRIVIA NIGHT
Our biggest community event of the
year takes place in January and
includes a silent auction, raffle, food,
drinks, contests, and non-religious trivia
questions. Some of the proceeds benefit
the Temple’s Jennie Kahn Community
Chest, which helps local people in need
of assistance.

SHABBAT CLUB

INTERFAITH PEACE &
JUSTICE SEDER
Held in spring to celebrate Passover with
our interfaith neighbors, we retell the
Exodus story in the context of today’s
world, sharing a service and a delicious
meal in unity.

Cullen Ben Daniel, Nathan Arfa & David Arfa

Classroom and event space is available for rent.

Shabbat Club provides an opportunity
to observe the Sabbath in a nontraditional and fun manner at various
locations such as parks, member’s
homes, Temple, and more. Activities
include making music, playing games,
hiking in the National Park, and
enjoying potluck meals.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

